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Dates: November 19th and 20th 2022                   
Time: 11:00 am to 4:30 pm

Venue: Art District, Alembic City

Ages: 4 to 14

Entry Free Entry to sessions on first come, first seated basis.

Vadodara

33 speakers 
57 sessions



Dear friend,

Who would have thought - in November 2019, when one departed from 
Vadodara after a heady first edition of Bookaroo in that city - that it would 
be three, long years, before one would be able to again set foot in the sylvan 
settings of Alembic City’s Art District?

The Bookaroo timeline over the past 14 years has witnessed many troughs 
and crests. Fortunately, instances of the latter were more. But no dip has 
affected all of us at the same time as the pandemic did.

The raison d’être of Bookaroo lay in the face-to-face meetings with children, 
their families and Bookaroo’s amazing bunch of writers, illustrators and 
storytellers. Though we tried doing it, online was not the same as saying 
hello to your favourite storyteller or having your book signed by your 
favourite author or illustrator, all the while chatting with them.

As the world slowly opened up, and we ventured out to mingle safely, 
Bookaroo too felt that the time was just right to step out. And Vadodara it 
was, our first destination out of Delhi. So, here we are - back in the midst 
of children, authors, illustrators and storytellers - celebrating yet another 
Bookaroo. 

A big thank you to Krupa and Udit, the prime movers of the Art District for 
hosting the festival and making it happen. A big thank you to the 33 speakers 
– not only from across India but from Portugal and Spain too - who agreed to 
be with us. A big thank you to all the sponsors, publishers and arts councils 
who unhesitatingly said yes to Bookaroo Vadodara.

Who would have thought - during the dark, despairing months of the 
pandemic that was on the rampage across the world - that one would be 
able to return to the venue that one had fallen in love with, three years ago?
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Swati & Venkatesh
Festival Directors

ABOUT ALEMBIC CITY ART DISTRICT
Alembic City’s Industrial Art District is the historic location where Alembic’s 
first manufacturing plant was set up in 1908. Dedicated to cultural and 
creative arts, this new space leverages the rich industrial heritage of the 
Alembic Group while giving the space a renewed purpose as a central 
destination for the people of Vadodara.

The Art District includes a uniquely-positioned artist studio - Space Studio, 
an amphitheatre, a museum, and a multipurpose hall and encourages 
stimulating platforms of engagement including events, sports, concerts, art 
exhibitions, cultural performances, and intellectual discourses.

ABOUT BOOKAROO
Based in New Delhi, Bookaroo Trust is committed to bringing good literature 
to children and spread the joy of reading. Promoting book-related events, 
Bookaroo works in tandem with writers, illustrators, storytellers, theatre 
people, publishers, editors and schools. www.bookaroo.in.

Bookaroo is a winner of the Festival of the Year Award at the International 
Excellence Awards in the 2017 London Book Fair. The festival that began in 
2008 has, since, travelled to 17 cities (16 in India and one in Malaysia) and has 
completed 38 editions in 14 years, focuses on ‘Reading for Pleasure’.

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we 
request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating 
arrangements in various sub venues.
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AN ECO–ADVENTURE 
Abhishek Talwar 
Supported by Biplob World  
Welcome to the world of Biplob and his adventures. Find out what he is 
up to this time. 

11:00 - 11:30

OH, THE PLACES YOU’LL GO!
Nalini Ramachandran
Supported by Hachette India 
Mountains, rivers, oceans and forests… don’t you want to know how they 
came to be? Travel around India with the author of Gods, Giants and 
the Geography of India and discover fascinating tales among balancing 
rocks, mysterious jungles and deep seas.

12:30 - 13.00 

READY FOR AN ADVENTURE?
Yuti Jhaveri 
Supported by Curious Concepts 
Join Zayn and Zoey as they go on a safari with mom and dad. They 
love exploring and asking questions. Do you?

11:30 - 12:00

INCREDIBLE ROYALTY AND YOU! 
Sudha Madhavan 
Supported by Hachette India
Tan-ta-tara! Yes, lucky you. You may enter the royal 
palace and court now to meet some brave warriors, loyal 
friends, super chefs – and even a huge sleepyhead! Why 
are their tales being told even now?   

13.00 - 13:30

STORY SHIP 
Arthi Anand Navaneeth  
Hop aboard the Art’s Tales’ Story Ship with Arthi Anand, as she takes 
you on a journey through stories from far and near, weaving in some 
trivia, song and action on the way.

14.00 - 14.30

DISCOVER INDIA
Yuti Jhaveri 
Supported by Curious Concepts     
Travel through India with Zayn and Zoey as they savour new 
sights, sounds and places. 

14.30 - 15:00

FANTASTIC FOLKTALES
Kayva Gokhale  
Supported by Amar Chitra Katha     
Come join Kayva as she brings to life timeless 
folktales from India.  

16:00 - 16:30

FOR THE LOVE OF BRINJALS 
Unnati Shah 
Dala Tarwadi and his wife love brinjals. But to make the delicious dishes 
he steals from a farm. What do you think happens when he gets caught 
by the farm owner?  Find out in this classsic tale by Gijubhai Badheka.

15:30 - 16:00
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Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

19th November, 2022   SATURDAY 19th November, 2022   SATURDAY

age
10-12
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10-12

Kahani Tree
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Don’t forget to buy your 
favourite books from 

the festival bookstore, 
Eureka!, and have them 

signed at the book-
signing area.

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
12-14

RIP-ROARING FUN WITH READING 
Champa Saha  
Boring! Don’t want to! To do what? Read! Are you sure you don’t want to? 
Join Champa as she takes you on a roller coaster of a ride of reading. 

12:30 - 13:30

THRILLS AND CHILLS 
Shabnam Minwalla 
Supported by HarperCollins    
All you ever wanted to know about how to write blood-curdling horror and 
mystery stories.  

14:00 - 15:00

TIME FOR PUZZLES
Varsha Seshan  
It’s about time for puns about time! Race against the clock to solve 
Clockwala Uncle’s puzzles and riddles. Play with tongue-twisters and 
explore idioms about clocks, watches, and all things time. 

15:30 - 16:30

THE CASE OF THE MISSING LETTER
Lubaina Bandukwala 
Supported by HarperCollins    
A ball, an accident, a spilt cup of coffee and Z is gone! Who cares about 
Z anyway? Turns out someone does. Find out who in this quirky zany 
storytelling of a quirky zany story.  

12:30 - 13:30

E IS FOR ELEPHANT
Nalini Ramachandran 
Supported by Hachette India    
Can elephants fly? Climb mountains? Understand the language of 
humans? Find out on a roller-coaster ride through ancient kingdoms, 
quirky circuses and shrinking forests with the author of Trumpet 
Calls: Epic Tales of Extraordinary Elephants. 

14:00 - 15:00

DREAM WEAVERS
Abhishek Talwar 
Supported by Biplob World     
Think you can’t write? Writing is not your cup of tea? Bust those myths 
in this creative writing workshop with award-winning author Abhishek 
Talwar, creator of Biplob the Bumblebee and Col Zoro. 

15:30 - 16:30

WHY IS SAIRA AFRAID?
Shabnam Minwalla 
Supported by HarperCollins     
To find out join author Shabnam Minwalla for a session of 
storytelling, clue-cracking, fun and creativity. 

11:00 - 12:00 JUNGLE TALES ON INDIAN TRAILS
Preethi Menon 
Supported by HarperCollins    
What if birds and animals had a story to tell? What would they say? 
Why do we need to tell their story? Join Preethi in a magical world of 
endangered species found in our incredible jungles. 

11:00 - 12:00

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.
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Studio Auditorium
19th November, 2022   SATURDAY 19th November, 2022   SATURDAY
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age
6-8

age
6-8

age
6-8

IN SEARCH OF PASSEPARTOUT 
Menaka Raman  
Sponsored by Puffin     
Thatha has asked Shyam to look after Passepartout, a rescued tortoise. 
But now Passepartout has disappeared! Join Shyam, Kannamma and 
Menaka for a walk through the neighbourhood as they ask ‘Passepartout, 
Is that you?’

12:30 - 13:30 KHEL KHEL MEIN VIGYAN 
Pratika Gupta 
Supported by Eklavya    
Love Science? Join Pratika for some sciencetastic activities! 

12:30 - 13:30

LET’S MAKE OUR OWN STORY! 
Sandeep Virmani  
Supported by Kalpavriksh     
Ajiri, a young chinkara, gets separated from her mother. In this story 
there is a kind boy, wild dogs, camel herders and a hunter. Join 
Sandeep to create the story of your choice. 

11:00 - 12:00 OUCH! PHEW!
Likla and Kripa
Supported by Art1st    
Are hurt and healing two sides of the same coin? Can you make art 
with this coin? Join Kripa and Likla to explore their book Somnath 
Hore: Wounds. 

11:00 - 12:00

WALK THE TALK! 
Vaishali Shroff  
Supported by The People Place Project     
Stop! Look! Join Sita and I as we walk, pause, look, marvel, and discover 
the joys in nature around us together.  

14:00 - 15:00

I CAN’T DRAW
Nic and Inês 
Supported by Embassy of Portugal, Cultural Centre     
So you think art is only for the talented? Come on this crazy ride 
as we prove to you that all you need  to start is a page, a pencil, 
and these cool tricks. 

14:00 - 15:00

OF EXPLORERS, DIGGERS AND A BIG BOOM!
Nandita da Cunha  
Supported by HarperCollins & Kalpavriksh    
A quiet Goan village is invaded by a mysterious gang of ear-shattering 
‘diggers’. Find out why young explorer Pedru was all set to run away 
from his village and what happens when he stays back and confronts 
this gang… 

15:30 - 16:30

PAPER PEOPLE
Priya Kuriyan 
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts    
Make your own portrait (or your best friend’s) using paper 
cut-outs! 

15:30 - 16:30

age
8-10

age
4-40

Crafty Corner

age
12-14

age
12-14

age
10-12

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

Amphitheatre
19th November, 2022   SATURDAY 19th November, 2022   SATURDAY

Limited Seating
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I CAN’T DOODLE
Nic and Inês 
Supported by Embassy of Portugal, Cultural Centre     
Come along and help us fill this wall with drawings. It will not be difficult. 
We’re going to show you some unconventional techniques that will fill it 
up in no time. Are you game? 

12:30 - 13:30

BOY MEETS SHADOWS
Lavanya Karthik
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts    
Meet Manik, the boy who loved light – until the shadows appeared!  
Join author-illustrator Lavanya Karthik in a discovery of the unique world 
of Satyajit Ray, and the mysterious shadows that began it all. 

11:00 - 12:00

DEKHO BARAAT! 
Priya Kuriyan  
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts   
Drums, trumpets, action! Zany aunts, impish cousins, dads with two left 
feet, grannies with gumption, fumbling friends, a mare without a care. 
Let’s join the baraat with them!

14:00 - 15:00

KINGDOM OF DREAMS
Priyankar Gupta 
Let’s make our own kingdoms. Perhaps a place inhabited by only 
birds, maybe a kingdom made out of recycled garbage, an entire 
kingdom born upside down or a kingdom of forgotten dreams!   

15:30 - 16:30

WALL OF HEALING
Likla and Kripa 

Sponsored by KNMA & Art1st

What are the wounds you see around you? 
How can you heal them? Join in to share 
your ‘experience’. Write, scribble, doodle, 

paint. The wall is yours.

11:00 - 16:30

Al l Day,
Ages

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

age
6-8
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8-10

age
8-10

age
10-12

Doodle Wall
19th November, 2022   SATURDAY 19th November, 2022   SATURDAY

Don’t forget to buy your 
favourite books from the 

festival bookstore, Eureka!, 
and have them signed at the 

book-signing area.

Limited Seating
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age
6-8

age
6-8

age
4-6

age
4-6

A FISHY TALE
Champa Saha 
A lot happens in the deep, dark mysterious underwater world with 
swirling waters and creatures swimming and gliding around. Want to 
know what happened one day? Aha! That’s a fishy tale!

11:00 - 11:30

OUT OF THE BOX
Seema Wahi Mukherjee  
Things are peeping, jumping, leaping out of Seema’s box. What 
could they be?

12:30 - 13.00 

FRUITS AND FRIENDS
Arthi Anand Navaneeth  
Colourful, joyous, annoying, healthy - fun stories of friendships woven 
with juicy songs from Art’s Tales with Arthi Anand. Join us for a gala 
time and bring your friends along! 

11:30 - 12:00

A TALE OF TAILS
Champa Saha 
They are curly, they are straight;  
Be it dry or be it wet;  
They swish and they twirl;  
They wag and they whirl;  
…what are they? Why, that’s the tale! It’s all about tails!

13.00 - 13.30

CAN YOU STARE AT A YETI WITHOUT SHIVERING?
Mala Kumar 
Supported by Hachette India   
The mountains are full of tales and tails. Wild animals and poisonous 
plants. Mysterious people and vanishing tribes. Inquisitive humans 
and fancy frogs. Discover more with author Mala Kumar on a fun-tastic 
journey. 

14.00 - 14.30

WE ARE THE WORLD
Arthi Anand Navaneeth  
Can stories make this world a better place? Bring your thinking hats 
along to find out how with Arthi’s potpourri of stories.

14.30 - 15:00

READY, SET, GO! 
Pervin Saket and Rohini Vij   
Supported by Adidev Press     
We know you love sports, but have you heard of these unique 
sportswomen? They first won medals and will now win your hearts! 
Run, jump, climb, swim and shoot with India’s new heroes!  

16:00 - 16:30

A CLOUD WITH A VIEW 
Seema Wahi Mukherjee 
Fluffy the cloud is floating in the sky looking at the beautiful colours on 
earth. Suddenly there is a commotion. What on earth is happening?

15:30 - 16:00

age
6-8

age
6-8

age
10-12

age
10-12

Kahani Tree

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

20th November, 2022   SUNDAY 20th November, 2022   SUNDAY
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age
10-100

BITE-SIZED TECHNO TREATS 
Shalini Satish and Raam Baranidharan 
Supported by HarperCollins    
Does technology fascinate you? Enter this enchanted world with 
Shalini and Raam where computers turn into artists, robots into drivers 
and cities become ‘smart’.  

12:30 - 13:30 FLYER! SWIMMER! TRICKSTER! HITCHHIKER!
Lavanya Karthik  
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts     
Take a trip into the weird, wacky, wonderful world of seeds with 
author-illustrator Lavanya Karthik. Discover the different ways they 
travel and the sneaky tricks they play, to keep their species alive. 

12:30 - 13:30

OF KIND KINGS AND FEARLESS QUEENS
Sudha Madhavan 
Supported by Hachette India     
Meet Shibi Chakravarti, a king so generous he gave his life to feed a 
hungry bird. Know about the fearless warrior queen Meenakshi. Hear 
what happened to King Nahusha, who turned into a serpent! Wait, there’s 
more. 

11:00 - 12:00 TALKING HISTORIES AROUND US
Vaishali Shroff 
Supported by The People Place Project     
Have you ever seen random objects jump to life? Join places, structures, 
foods, and other objects as they share deep dark secrets of histories 
around them.  

11:00 - 12:00

LET’S TRAVEL TO LA-LA LAND 
Nandita da Cunha  
Supported by Kalpavriksh & HarperCollins      
It’s summer holidays but why is Tavishi’s mother dragging her off to 
remote mountains? Dive into Tavishi’s travel diary to find out how  
she escapes all the walking, donkeys, ‘chipkoo’ girls, and... a lurking  
grey ghost! 

14:00 - 15:00 MOVING IMAGES 
Priyankar Gupta  
Let’s move some drawings to tell a quick story! 

14:00 - 15:00

DON’T STEP ON THE TITANOSAURUS EGG!  
Mala Kumar  
Supported by Hachette India     
What can you expect to find on India’s mountains? Trees, rivers, wildlife, 
people, right? How about rubies or dinosaur eggs? Put on your climbing 
boots to go treasure hunting with author Mala Kumar! 

15:30 - 16:30

FROM THE MOON TO MARS: INDIA’S SPACE JOURNEY
Menaka Raman 
Sponsored by Puffin    
Calling all space cadets! Travel back in time to the days leading to India’s 
first space launch from Thumba, Kerala. Join author Menaka Raman to 
know more about this, complete with space factoids and a quiz! 

15:30 - 16:30
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8-10

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
10-12
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age

12-14

age
12-14

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

Auditorium
20th November, 2022   SUNDAY 20th November, 2022   SUNDAY
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age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
8-10

CAN MIRACLES REALLY HAPPEN? 
Nandita da Cunha  
Supported by Kalpavriksh & HarperCollins    
To find out, come meet young Zara, Miss Gappi, and the Tod-Phod 
gang – the colourful characters from Sunderbaag Street. Watch, as 
they set about a miraculous ‘green’ transformation… and discover the 
real-life inspiration behind their story.  

12:30 - 13:30

SCRIPTING A COMIC 
Kayva Gokhale 
Supported by Amar Chitra Katha     
Be ready to turn your stories into comics in this creative writing session 
with Kayva.  

11:00 - 12:00

SPEAK WITH YOUR FINGERS, LISTEN WITH YOUR EYES 
Lavanya Karthik  
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts     
Meet Adil and his friends, and the special  ways they ‘talk’ to each other. 
Join author-illustrator Lavanya Karthik in a fun adventure into the world 
of Indian sign language, and learn different ways to create your own 
special language.  

14:00 - 15:00

SCHOOL MADNESS  
Varsha Seshan 
Just how crazy can New Dawn, the strange school with weird subjects 
be? Come explore this loony school with Varsha and her ideas, themes, 
and characters. It might just be the best school of all.

15:30 - 16:30

KHEL KHEL MEIN VIGYAN  
Pratika Gupta  
Supported by Eklavya     
Calling all science lovers! Join Pratika to learn some easy DIY tricks 
of science. 

12:30 - 13:30

PAPER CAPER 
Priya Kuriyan 
Supported by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts     
Snip-Snip! Let’s go on a paper caper and create some of your favourite 
animals! 

11:00 - 12:00

PUPPETARIA
Seema Wahi Mukherjee  
Crazy folds, the paper holds. 
Lo and behold! What unfolds? 
A dragon, a dog, 
A rabbit or a blue bird! 

14:00 - 15:00

FUNNY FACES 
Nic and Inês  
Supported by Embassy of Portugal, Cultural Centre 
A single sheet of paper is all you need to make this book that will have 
your illustrated character crying and laughing with the turn of a page. 

15:30 - 16:30

age
4-6

age
10-12

age
10-12

age
10-12

Amphitheatre

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

Crafty Corner
20th November, 2022   SUNDAY 20th November, 2022   SUNDAY

Limited Seating
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age
6-8

PLAYING WITH THE INVISIBLE 
Mariona Cabassa  
Supported by the Embassy of Spain     
Bring the invisible to life with just a few shapes and colours 
with Mariona. Take back ideas and watch them grow. 

12:30 - 13:30

TODAY I FEEL…
Shruti Hemani and Rohini Vij 
Supported by Adidev Press     
…happy, sad, glad, maybe a little mad. Come on, let’s make faces on the 
wall with a little help from Shruti.  

11:00 - 12:00

MAKE YOUR OWN COMICS! 
Tithee Dixit
Supported by Amar Chitra Katha  
Do you love comics? Want to know how they are made? Meet this 
designer and artist from Amar Chitra Katha to make your own comic 
characters.  

14:00 - 15:00

PLAYING WITH THE INVISIBLE 
Mariona Cabassa  
Supported by the Embassy of Spain     
What does it take to create fantastic flora and fauna? Look around 
you, add some imagination, sprinkle a little reality and voila!

15:30 - 16:30

age
4-6

age
10-12

age
12-14

Doodle Wall

A l l Day,
Ages

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

WALL OF HEALING
Likla and Kripa 

Sponsored by KNMA & Art1st

What are the wounds you see around you? 
How can you heal them? Join in to share 
your ‘experience’. Write, scribble, doodle, 

paint. The wall is yours.

11:00 - 16:30

20th November, 2022   SUNDAY 20th November, 2022   SUNDAY

Don’t forget to buy your 
favourite books from the 

festival bookstore, Eureka!, 
and have them signed at the 

book-signing area.
Limited Seating
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Look Who’s Here! Look Who’s Here!
Abhishek Talwar
An environmentalist, road–tripper, mountain buff, dreamer and storyteller, Abhishek has the 
knack of explaining complex concepts in simple terms, through exciting stories that grip his 
young readers from the word go!

Arthi Anand Navaneeth
Arthi loves to smell the tadka, enjoys mysteries and believes she was born to travel, sing, eat 
and solve jigsaw puzzles. She pieces together stories with a common thread from all over for her 
audience.

Champa Saha
Champa Saha’s role as teacher, special educator and counsellor gives her the opportunity to be 
in the world that she loves the most – that of stories. She loves stories, children and dogs, not 
necessarily in that order!

Kayva Gokhale
A student of literature, Kayva Gokhale is an avid reader and a horror movie aficionado. She also 
creates content for the comics as well as the digital platforms for Amar Chitra Katha.
 

Art educator Kripa has illustrated five children’s books with ‘art’ and ‘city’ featuring as 
recurring themes. Her art is rooted in her engagement with her home, its children and people 
and their problems.

Lavanya Karthik
In her dreams, Lavanya Karthik is a skilled ninja warrior who speaks nine languages, sings like 
a nightingale and has excellent gardening skills. Everywhere else, she is a grumpy writer and 
illustrator, who eats a lot of chocolate and takes a lot of naps.

Likla
Likla, an ever-curious learner and a voracious reader, found her calling as a writer. With Art1st, 
she has been writing children’s books about art. She also loves to dance, code, and make digital 
art and music. 

Lubaina Bandukwala
Lubaina Bandukwala trained as a journalist but now spends her time as an editor and writer 
of children’s books, and curates litfests for kids. She does this because she can read lots of 
children’s books and call it work.

Mala Kumar
Mala Kumar is fascinated by the natural world and often dreams of going on field visits with 
children up hills, down rivers and through forests. She has also written over 40 picture books.

Mariona Cabassa
Mariona Cabassa comes from Catalonia, Spain. A student of art in Barcelona and research 
in Strasbourg she has illustrated over 80 children’s books. She has worked as an illustrator, 
painter, installation-maker and tattoo artist.

Menaka Raman
Author, plant killer and dog petter Menaka Raman has written picture books, short stories and 
a YA novel. She is known to hide Nutella jars only to eat straight from them when everyone else 
is asleep.

Nalini Ramachandran
Nalini Ramachandran enjoys making her way through a maze of ideas, disentangling a web of 
plot lines, digging through tunnels of research, living the lives of multiple characters at once, 
and finally discovering a treasure trove of tales.

Nandita da Cunha
Nandita is an award-winning author, whose books range from fantasy to fictionalised 
biography! She’s also a full-time mom, once-upon-a-time management consultant, part-time 
traveller, free-time pianist, and rest-of-the-time dreamer.

Nic and Inês
This artist-teacher-author-publisher couple went mad one day and started doing what they are 
passionate about. They now take their art workshops, that they began in their living room, all 
across the world.

Pervin Saket
Pervin Saket has authored over a dozen books of fiction and poetry. She writes for both, children 
and adults, but which does she enjoy more? She promises to tell you when you meet her! 

Pratika Gupta
Science and Math are Pratika’s favourites. She is the editor of a science magazine and uses her 
editing scissors to great effect. She likes to listen to songs and hum along. She prefers children 
as friends.

Don’t forget to buy your 
favourite books from 

the festival bookstore, 
Eureka!, and have them 

signed at the book-
signing area.
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Preethi Menon
Preethi Menon has been an educator for over three decades. She loves travelling with stories 
swirling in her head. She teaches passionately, reads hungrily, travels extensively, laughs 
heartily and loves nature unconditionally!

Priya Kuriyan
Priya Kuriyan is an illustrator, picture book and comics maker. She lives and works in the city of 
Bangalore and in her spare time likes to make caricatures of the city’s residents.

Priyankar Gupta
Priyankar is a visual storyteller. His audiences are ad agencies, film production and publishing 
houses. He even teaches young minds how to see things and believe in the method of madness 
in a design school. He loves people and their stories.

Rohini Vij
Rohini lives many lives because of the stories she tells. As a story educator and founder of 
NutSpace, she is actively involved in the early years space. She is passionate about voice acting 
and drama.

Sandeep Virmani
Sandeep spends most of his time working with people who live in forests; they live simple lives, 
and believe that making good friends is the best way to be happy. He is an architect who makes 
mud buildings.

Seema Wahi Mukherjee
Seema Wahi Mukherjee loves to add surprises to her act. You will never guess what she can pull 
out from her jaadu ka pitara - with a dash of drama and a ‘ribbon’ of songs.

Shabnam Minwalla
Shabnam Minwalla is a mother of three. In the little time off that this brain-scrambling job 
permits, she writes books for children and adults, magazine articles and book reviews.

Shalini Satish and Raam Baranidharan
Raam is the CTO of a blockchain-based start-up and Shalini is a software engineer by profession 
and a writer by passion. They are bedazzled by the magical powers of technology and would like 
to spark curiosity in young minds!

Shruti Hemani 
Architect, urban designer and illustrator of pictures books, Shruti is a keen observer of all forms 
of life between buildings. If not wandering the streets of Jaipur observing insects, birds and 
people she may be found hiking in the Aravalis.

Sudha Madhavan
Sudha Madhavan is a Bengaluru-based author, travel writer, artist, educator and former 
consultant with leading NGOs. She loves curating stories for children, both in prose and verse, 
from mythology, history and various cultures.

Tithee Dixit
Tithee Dixit, who illustrates and designs creatives for digital platforms of Amar Chitra Katha, 
holds a degree in architecture. She is found forever sketching or clicking scenes, people and 
buildings she finds interesting and aesthetic.

Unnati Shah
Apart from being a storyteller, Unnati is a die-hard Garba- and food-lover. She has been a 
vocalist once and still loves to sing casually. What she cherishes most is sharing stories with her 
son, every day. 

Vaishali Shroff
Vaishali Shroff is an award-winning author with superpowers! She can talk to potatoes, paos 
and random objects, and they talk back to her. She prefers children over adults, forests over 
concrete jungles, and chocolate over anything else.

Varsha Seshan
Varsha Seshan is a writer of lists, emails, and children’s books. Her childhood dream was 
to drive a road-roller, but she discovered that writing was more fun. She loves windy, rainy 
days, full of magic.

Yuti Jhaveri
For this biomedical engineer-turned-equity-analyst-turned author, writing children’s books 
happened by chance. Yuti wrote her first Zayn & Zoey book about four years ago and has 
published over 45 since. She wants to make learning enjoyable through stories.
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Don’t forget to buy your 
favourite books from the 

festival bookstore, Eureka!, 
and have them signed at the 

book-signing area.
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