
Storytelling            Drama            Art & Craft            Workshops

Produced by Bookaroo Trust

National Rail Museum 

http://www.bookaroo.in          info@bookaroo.in                 bookaroolitfest              bookaroolitfest

Bringing Children and Books Together Since 2008
Delhi

Ages: 4 to 14

Winner of

Venue Partner
 National Rail Museum 

Entry to sessions on first come, first seated basis
Limited Numbers 
Entry to Rail Museum is ticketed 

Date: November 27th and 28th, 2021
Time: 11:00 am to 4:30 pm
Venue: National Rail Museum, Chanakyapuri

Education Partner

Please adhere to all 
Covid protocols



Dear Bookaroons,

We are back!

This 13th edition of Bookaroo took longer than we had expected when 
we signed off in 2019. Much has changed in the world since then.

As each one of us slowly emerges from an unprecedented situation that 
left hardly anybody unscathed in its wake, we see hope.

Hope in the fact that 46 speakers unhesitatingly agreed to participate 
in Bookaroo 2021 at such short notice - many of them travelling from 
other parts of the country. Hope in the fact that all the officials of 
National Rail Museum wholeheartedly agreed to allow this beautiful 
venue to be Bookaroo’s home for the weekend. Hope in the fact that our 
support staff enthusiastically pitched in to put up this show in record 
time (never before, in the 13-year-old history of Bookaroo, have we 
put together an edition in 45 days flat). Hope in the fact that those who 
played a major part behind the scenes as strangers to begin with, are 
firm friends of Bookaroo now. Hope in the fact that we could say those 
three magic words that this letter starts off with.

At the back of our collective minds was the fact that it was time to 
bring some normalcy back in the lives of our children. Bookaroo Delhi 
2021 is a tribute to that thought. Take a bow all you beautiful people - 
authors, illustrators, storytellers, sponsors, arts councils, publishers, our 
partners, designers, volunteers, friends, and the parents who said, “Go 
ahead!”. We thank you all on behalf of the children of Delhi.

We have a few more things to talk about this year. This edition will also 
see the launch of new books and appropriately enough, for the times we 
are in, a healing wall. What’s more, lined up are 48 electrifying sessions.

It is going to be an exciting weekend. Soak in the experience. Please 
stay safe, adhere to regular Covid protocols and do help our young 
volunteers to keep it that way.

Colour code  
for age:

age
6-8

age
8-10

age
4-6

age
12-14

age
10-12

age
ALL

Swati & Venkatesh
Festival Directors

Based in New Delhi,  Bookaroo Trust is committed to bringing good 
literature to children. Promoting book related events, Bookaroo works in 
tandem with writers, illustrators, storytellers, theatre people, publishers, 
editors and schools. www.bookaroo.in

F e s t i v a l  
Produ c e r

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we 
request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating 
arrangements in various sub venues.
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TOMOE GAKUEN 
Rituparna Ghosh
There are schools and there are schools.  
What is so special about Totto-Chan’s school?

11:00 - 11:30

SPEAK WITH YOUR FINGERS, HEAR WITH YOUR EYES 
Lavanya Karthik 
Supported by Puffin 
When Adil speaks, words dance. But what do you do when your ears 
can’t hear? Let Lavanya Karthik tell you how Adil and his friend find a 
way to speak without words, and teach you some fun signs from Indian 
Sign Language. 

12:30 - 13.00 

HANDS THAT WEAVE MAGIC!
Mamta Nainy 
Supported by Tulika 
Join author Mamta Nainy on an imaginary trip to a village in Kota, 
Rajasthan, to get a glimpse of a weaver’s family and the beautiful 
sarees they make. 

11:30 - 12:00

A TALE WITH TIMIRA
Timira G
Sponsored by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts
Step into Timira’s world of stories. What does she have 
for you today?

13.00 - 13.30

THE SECRET SUPERHEROES
Shantanu D 
Supported by Scholastic India  
Not everyone who wears a cape is a hero, some heroes are quietly 
saving the world around us. Shhh… can you spot one? 

14.00 - 14.30

NOISY OR QUIET, SCARED OR BRAVE? 
WHICH ONE ARE YOU?
Paro Anand 
Bachpan or pachpan? Join Paro as she reads from three fun-for-all 
books A Quiet Girl, Babies in my Heart and RooRoo that will sweep 
you off your feet. 

14.30 - 15:00

MIND MATTERS 
Pragati Sureka 
Supported by Scholastic India  
Meet Ryan, Shoma and Kabir. Find out what makes 
them brave, smart and kind. 

16:00 - 16:30

YOUNG KALAM IS OFF AGAIN! 
Stuti Agarwal 
Supported by Juggernaut  
Kalam is at it again! But before we set off into a new land for his next 
adventure, let’s visit him at home, where he is fighting the town tyrant, 
Punnakai, and saving the town from a ghastly fate. 

15:30 - 16:00

age
6-8

age
6-8

age
6-8

age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
4-6

age
4-6

Ka hani Tree

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

27th November, 2021 27th November, 2021
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age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
10-100

age
12-14

age
12-14

age
12-14

age
12-14

MAGIC UNDERWATER (BOOK LAUNCH) 
Lubaina Bandukwala
Supported by HarperCollins  
Explore the dreamy world of coral reefs with Coral Crusader Uma Mani. 
Take a fun quiz to find out how much you know about India’s coral reefs 
and learn how to grow a coral too!

12:30 - 13:30

WILL I BE AN EMPRESS?
Deepa Agarwal
Supported by Talking Cub
All thirteen-year-olds are not the same, apart from the fact that they are 
in the process of growing up. What was future Mughal empress Mehr-un-
nissa like? Was she already making strides towards her unique destiny?

14:00 - 15:00

where do we go?
Paro Anand
Supported by Puffin and Talking Cub 
Your stories, their stories, our stories. We connect through stories. 
Come, explore stories from Nomad’s Land and Unmasked with Paro.

15:30 - 16:30

WHERE DID ALL THE WOMEN GO?
Dr Devika Rangachari 
Supported by Puffin 
Why is history all about the men? Did the women fall into a black 
hole together - or is there something more sinister behind their 
disappearance? Let Devika give you a sneak peek into what really 
happened. 

12:30 - 13:30

MEET THE DREAMERS 
Lavanya Karthik 
Supported by Duckbill  
Meet some little kids with big dreams. Lavanya Karthik introduces 
the Dreamers, a series of short biographies about some remarkable 
people and the children they once were. 

14:00 - 15:00

CAN MIRACLES REALLY HAPPEN?
Nandita da Cunha
Supported by Kalpavriksh 
To find out, come meet the one and only Miss Gappi, young Zara, and 
the Tod-Phod gang – the cast of colourful characters from Sunderbaag 
Street. Watch them set about a dream ‘green’ transformation through 
games, adventures and some surprise fun.

15:30 - 16:30

SLOW AND STEADY: 
WHY LETTERS WON THIS RACE 
Divya Arya 
Supported by Puffin 
Do you have a pen pal? What do you share? Want to know what 
happens when Duaa in Srinagar and Saumya in Delhi start writing to 
each other? Find out what they see through the windows that open 
up through their letters.

11:00 - 12:00 EVERYDAY SUPERHEROES
Minakshi Dewan
Supported by Pratham Books
Who are they? What superpowers do they have? Get ready to meet some 
of these invisible superheroes in our lives with Minakshi Dewan.

11:00 - 12:00

The Yard S ky Station

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

27th November, 2021 27th November, 2021
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age
6-8

age
6-8

age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
12-14

age
10-12

age
10-12

KHEL KHEL MEIN KAVITA
Shyam Sushil 
Sponsored by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts 
Shabdon se dosti karogey? Aao chalein Shyam Sushil ke saath ek aisi 
duniya mein jahaan phool lootakar apni khushboo hawa mein kavita 
rachtey hain. (In Hindi)

12:30 - 13:30 STORY MAKE-UP
Sutapa Basu 
Supported by Readomania 
Do you have a madcap imagination that loves making up crazy stories? 
Take a few funny, weird and out-of-the-world ideas from ‘Sutapa Your 
Storyfriend’ and make up some fantastic stories with her. 

12:30 - 13:30

HIDING HEARTS IN HIDDEN PALACES
Ranjit Lal
Supported by Talking Cub
Crossing swords with obstinate and prejudiced adults can be 
exciting, but very, very dangerous. Exactly how perilous, you can 
discover in the Hidden Palace adventure, set in Delhi’s notorious, dark 
and mysterious Ridge forest.

11:00 - 12:00 TOPSY TURVY ART 
Savio Mascarenhas 
Supported by Tinkle 
Do you see shapes in clouds? Does a crack in the wall look like a face 
to you? Discover even more amazing wonders in the simplest things 
in this Topsy Turvy art workshop. Meet your favourite toons and learn 
how to draw them. 

11:00 - 12:00

THE TRUE STORY OF A GREY GHOST 
Sujatha Padmanabhan 
Supported by Kalpavriksh  
Scared of ghosts? Well, this one lives high up in the mountains! Meet this 
unusual creature who strikes terror in the hearts of people. But why are 
they out to save him then?

14:00 - 15:00 MAD ABOUT MASKS? 
Mistunee Chowdhury 
Make your own magnificent masks of a different kind with a little 
help from Mistunee. 

14:00 - 15:00

CHOO-CHOO! THERE’S A NEW TRAIN IN TOWN  
(BOOK LAUNCH)
Nandini Nayar
Sponsored by the Goethe Institut/Max Mueller Bhavan
Join Suraj and Radha on a fantastic journey that brings happiness 
chugging into their lives. Then create your own train and bring it to life 
with the colours of the rainbow.

15:30 - 16:30

CHUG! CHUG! 
Team DK 
Supported by DK 
Come and create your own paper train. Hop on to it and see 
where it takes you.  

15:30 - 16:30

The Platform Crafty Cor ner

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

27th November, 2021 27th November, 2021
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age
ALL

age
4-6

age
4-6

age
10-12

WE ARE THE MON-STARS! 
Greystroke 
Supported by 1inchMargin 
Monsters real and imaginary, we are all here to have fun. Join us or 
remain human! 

12:30 - 13:30

FUN ANIMAL FAMILIES
Devashish Verma 
Supported by Talking Cub 
Would you like mama cat to wear a hat and granny elephant to wear big 
earrings? Would you like to give papa giraffe a long, long beard? Have fun 
choosing how you want your favourite animal family to look! 

11:00 - 12:00

THE HALF BOY, HALF CROW AND SHADOW PRINCESS 
Tansy Troy 
Supported by Apple Press 
Come discover what happened to the queen who ate half a magic apple 
and the crow who ate the other.  Fly with us to the palace of the Shadow 
Princess: will she ever make the Half Boy whole?  

14:00 - 15:00

ONE PLUS ONE  
MAKES FUN! 
Lavanya Karthik  
Supported by Duckbill
Join Lavanya Karthik in a wacky tag team drawing session. We’ll 
bring the colours, you bring your craziest ideas!

15:30 - 16:30

Doodle Wall

THE WALL OF HEALING
Shambhavi Thakur 

Sponsor: Art1st supported by KNMA

What are the wounds you see around you? How can 
you heal them? Join in to share your ‘experience’. Write, 

scribble, doodle, paint. The wall is yours.

11:00 - 16:30

All Day,
Ages

27th November, 2021 27th November, 2021

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.
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age
6-8

age
6-8

age
ALL

age
ALL

age
4-6

age
4-6

age
10-12

age
10-12

TEN ON TEN
Piyusha Vir
Supported by Red Panda
Long before superheroes in capes conquered our imagination, there was 
Lord Vishnu! In Hindu mythology, wherever there is evil and whenever 
the world needed to be rescued, He would materialise to fulfil His role 
as preserver and protector. Explore the magic of His ten avatars with 
Piyusha Vir. 

11:00 - 11:30

AMMU’S PLASTIC BOAT
Meghaa Gupta
Supported by Tulika and WWF-India
What happens when Ammu’s forgotten plastic bottle drifts into 
the sea? Follow its journey with Meghaa. 

12:30 - 13.00 

RIGHT VS WRONG
Akshay Manwani 
Supported by Red Panda 
Travel into the deep forests of India with Akshay Manwani as he 
unveils the story of an ancient animal kingdom where justice, courage 
and friendship reign. 

11:30 - 12:00

DOUGH BUDDIES
Nandini Nayar 
Sponsored by the Goethe Institut/Max Mueller Bhavan
Roll it, pat it. 
Squeeze it, shape it! 
There’s so much you can do with a ball of dough!

13.00 - 13.30

MEETING MONSTERS
Sutapa Basu
Supported by Readomania 
Blood-sucking, bone-chewing monsters, witty princesses and 
brave princes. Watch the cast of characters from the classic 
Bengali folktales, Thakurmar Jhuli, come to life in this ghoulish 
session with Sutapa.

14.00 - 14.30

CONNECTING THE DOTS WITH  
CLASSICAL MUSIC AND DANCE
Shrinkhla Sahai
Supported by Red Panda
Are the classical arts difficult and boring? Let’s deep dive into this world 
with Shrinkhla. You will be surprised with what you see and hear. 

14.30 - 15:00

PHADAK PHADAK, DHADAK DHADAK
Kapil Pandey
The train of life is ready to go. 
Phadak phadak, dhadak dhadak. 
Let’s chug along, steady and slow. 
Phadak phadak, dhadak dhadak.

16:00 - 16:30

CHHUK CHHUK GAADI 
Vasundhara Bahuguna 
A bit of mystery, a dose of fun,
This train ride’s for everyone!

15:30 - 16:00

Ka hani Tree

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

28th November, 202128th November, 2021
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age
8-10

age
8-10

age
10-100

age
ALL

age
10-12

age
10-12

age
10-12

age
10-12

TIME TRAVELLING ANYONE?
Team DK
Supported by DK
Are you a history enthusiast? Join Team DK as they take you on a 
journey rediscovering the people who shaped India’s history, culture 
and society. Put on your thinking caps. Who knows, there may be a 
quiz or two in the offing. 

12:30 - 13:30
THE NAMELESS SESSION
Savie Karnel
Supported by Red Panda
Some sessions don’t need a name. Let’s be a little 
clueless and worry less. Let’s just gather, share stories 
and smile a lot. This session is going to be all heart.

12:30 - 13:30

OF EXPLORERS, DIGGERS AND A BIG BOOM
Nandita da Cunha
Supported by Kalpavriksh
A quiet Goan village is invaded by a mysterious gang of ear-shattering 
‘diggers’. Meet young explorer Pedru, find out why he was all set to 
run away from his village, and what happens when he stays back and 
confronts this gang.

11:00 - 12:00 MORE THAN THE COLOUR OF MY SKIN
Divya Thomas
Supported by HarperCollins
Is it biscuit, peach or coffee bean - what does the colour of your skin 
remind you of? Come let’s explore the colours of us as well our dreams

11:00 - 12:00

TRIPLE S: SATYAJIT RAY, SHONKU AND  
SHERLOCK HOLMES!
Arthy Muthanna Singh and Mamta Nainy
Supported by Puffin 
Robots and aliens, ghosts and monsters, super-sharp detectives and 
eccentric inventors… discover the many fascinating characters from 
Satyajit Ray’s works that open a completely new world of imagination.

14:00 - 15:00

NO NO NO, NIDA 
Samina Mishra 
Supported by Puffin 
Nida is curious and adventurous. Are you? Are there things you have 
wanted to poke, climb, peek into, take apart, listen to - but couldn’t? Can 
Nida help you find a way? 

14:00 - 15:00

SOUNDS SPOOKY
Tanushree Podder
Supported by HarperCollins
Paranormal events, ghost stories, evil spirits and spooky sightings  - you 
will find it all in this session with author Tanushree Podder. Find out what 
came first. Halloween or Bhoot Chaturdashi?

15:30 - 16:30

UPSIDE DOWN AND DOWNSIDE UP
Richa Jha
Supported by Pickle Yolk
Families can be loving, supportive, tiring, exasperating, or a little bit of 
everything and more. What happens if your world turns upside down 
because of them? Let’s explore how to get ourselves downside up!

15:30 - 16:30

The Yard S ky Station

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

28th November, 202128th November, 2021
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age
6-8

age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
4-6

age
4-6

age
12-14

age
12-14

WASHING OCTOPUS HANDS AND OTHER IMPORTANT 
THINGS THE ADULTS NEED TO KNOW
Shals Mahajan
Supported by Scholastic India
Do vegetables have bones? Are flowers food? What is a walk? Who is 
family? Do adults really have the answers or are they also just making 
things up? Come, share your expertise with Reva and Prisha who, like 
you, have to deal with adults every day. 

12:30 - 13:30

MINI MAGIC 
Nandini Nayar 
Sponsored by the Goethe Institut/Max Mueller Bhavan
Have you met Mighty Mini? She loves asking questions and reading 
books about Big Little Monsters. Enjoy some Mini magic and then, create 
your own book monsters!

11:00 - 12:00

FEARLESS FIGHTERS
Dr Ira Saxena and Nilima Sinha
Supported by HarperCollins
Join forces with Dr Ira Saxena and Nilima Sinha and discover true, stirring 
stories of grit, courage and resistance from India and around the world. 
Stories about winners who believed that non-violence is the mightiest 
weapon ever devised

14:00 - 15:00

WHAT MAKES YOU, YOU?
Mamta Nainy
Supported by Pickle Yolk 
Join author Mamta Nainy in a reading of Aai and I and discover all the big 
and the small, the extraordinary and the sometimes contradictory things 
that make you uniquely YOU!

15:30 - 16:30

DUSTER THE DOG, THE CAT, THE DOG
Neeti Banerji
Supported by Pickle Yolk 
Duster the Dog is really a cat! Never mind parks and bones; napping 
and munching on fish is Duster’s ideal day. What do cat-dogs like? 
And what would your very own Duster look like?

12:30 - 13:30

WOOF! WOOF! WOOFUS
Savio Mascarenhas
Supported by Amar Chitra Katha
Make your own finger puppet animal story with Savio. 

11:00 - 12:00

A POCKET FULL OF TREASURE
Timira G
Sponsored by Parag, an initiative of Tata Trusts
A fallen leaf, a special stone, a wing of a dragonfly, a bird’s feather, a 
seashell - there are endless treasures in Chutku’s yellow box. Want 
some? Join Chutku and his Pishi for a walk and see what you can find to 
fill up your pockets.

14:00 - 15:00

WHEN IMAGES SPEAK
Sanket Pethkar
Supported by Pickle Yolk 
How do images move you? Does a silent image speak to you? Or, are 
images ever silent? Join Sanket to explore ways of building multiple 
narratives around what your eyes see.

15:30 - 16:30

The Platform Crafty Cor ner

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid 
protocols, we request you to cooperate with our volunteers when they are 
managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

28th November, 202128th November, 2021
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age
6-8

age
8-10

age
8-10

age
12-14

WHAT MAKES YOU DIFFERENT
Nandita Basu
Supported by Puffin 
You are unique. But others do not seem to notice or 
understand. Come, explore your personal individuality through 
comic art with Nandita.

12:30 - 13:30

AN ITCH IN TIME
Likla and Kripa
Sponsored by Art1st
Have you ever had an itch that refused to go away? A lingering wound 
that changed colours as it healed? Artist Somnath Hore too had one. 
Meet Likla and Kripa, creators of Somnath Hore: Wounds - an Art1st book 
that looks at wounds and healing in these times.

11:00 - 12:00

THE MEMORY WALL
Sanket Pethkar
Supported by Pickle Yolk
What is the first thought that comes to your mind when you think of your 
parents, friends, pets, or your favourite books and toys? What are their 
most beautiful memories? Come to the Doodle Wall and share some of 
your precious moments with all.

14:00 - 15:00

ROLLING STORIES
Savio Mascarenhas
Supported by Amar Chitra Katha
Did you know that Vikram Sarabhai built a toy train engine when 
he was just 14? Join Amar Chitra Katha to know more about the 
childhood of the acclaimed physicist and astronomer, while giving 
wing to your own imagination!

15:30 - 16:30

Doodle Wall

Let’s stay safe! While Bookaroo is taking all possible steps to maintain Covid protocols, we request you to 
cooperate with our volunteers when they are managing entry and seating arrangements in various sub venues.

THE WALL OF HEALING
Shambhavi Thakur 

Sponsor: Art1st supported by KNMA

What are the wounds you see around you? How can 
you heal them? Join in to share your ‘experience’. Write, 

scribble, doodle, paint. The wall is yours.

11:00 - 16:30

All Day,
Ages

15:30-16:30
In Conclusion:  

Looking back at two days of 
wounds and feelings at the 

Healing Wall

28th November, 202128th November, 2021
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Look Who’s Here! Look Who’s Here!
Akshay Manwani has chased gibbons and hornbills in India, gorillas and giraffes in Africa 
and koala bears and kookaburras in Australia. He wants to visit every wildlife sanctuary in India 
before he goes completely bald. Akshay lives in Mumbai with 11-year-old Naina and two-year-old 
Noorie, a loopy retriever.

Arthy Muthanna Singh loves the art of storytelling, whatever the medium: be it entertaining 
kids with books and cartoons, telling product stories through copywriting or real stories through her 
journalism. She also produces books for organizations that work with children.

Deepa Agarwal has lived in Storyland ever since she can remember. As a result, she believes in 
magic, miracles, ghosts, imaginary lands, talking pumpkins, walking trees, time travel and other such 
possibilities. You will find all of them in her 60+ books.

Devashish Verma is 23, an illustrator and a child at heart. His animal equivalent is a panda 
because he likes to sleep all day. He has always loved looking at pictures in books. Little did he imagine 
that, as a grown-up, he too would be illustrating books.

Dr. Devika Rangachari is an award-winning writer whose book, Queen of Ice, has been 
optioned for a movie/television series. She loves cakes, potatoes and books - and not necessarily 
in that order.

Divya Arya is an award-winning journalist with BBC News. In the last two decades, she has 
reported from India and across the world. She is the first Indian journalist to be selected for the 
prestigious Knight Wallace fellowship.

Divya Thomas daydreams of people, places and creatures and stories about them. Some are 
real, some are imaginary and the lines between them often blur. Find more of her thoughts at www.
anillustratedworld.com.

Team DK: DK believes in the power of discovery. Their books explore ideas and nurture curiosity 
about the world we live in. This award-winning publisher with over 46 years of experience sells in over 
100 countries and publishes in 63 languages. 

Greystroke is an autodidact writer, illustrator, cartoonist, photographer, publisher, filmmaker 
and entrepreneur - to begin with. He loves eating potatoes and lettuce, cooking without recipes, 
motivational speaking, and software technology stuff; not necessarily in that order.

Stories for children are Dr Ira Saxena’s lifeline. She hopes that her words will sparkle rainbows in 
children’s eyes and the ‘music’ of her prose will dance like waves on whispering brooks, while her tales 
tickle and awaken young dreams for great ideas.

Kapil Pandey discovered his passion for storytelling at the grand old age of 30 when he met 
the Gruffalo in the deep dark wood. When not telling stories, he runs marathons and sometimes 
goes to work.  

Art educator Kripa has illustrated five children’s books with ‘art’ and ‘city’ featuring as recurring 
themes. Her art is rooted in her engagement with her home, it’s children and people and their 
problems.

In her head, Lavanya Karthik is a master ninja leading an army of warrior pugs against the forces 
of evil. In real life, she writes funny books and draws silly comics about master ninjas and warrior pugs. 
She (and her head) live in Mumbai where they write and illustrate books for children of all ages.

Likla, an ever-curious learner and a voracious reader, found her calling as a writer. With Art1st, 
she has been writing children’s books about art. She also loves to dance, code, and make digital 
art and music. 

Lubaina Bandukwala trained as a journalist but now spends her time as an editor and writer 
of children’s books, and curates litfests for kids. She does this because she can read lots of children’s 
books and call it work.

Mamta Nainy is an award-winning children’s author of over 30 books. She loves travelling 
but is too lazy to do it, so she mostly makes do with reading. Her favourite place to be is right in 
the middle of a book.
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Meghaa Gupta is terrible at telling jokes but tells them anyway. A keen advocate of Indian 
children’s literature, she is especially fond of books that speak of the natural world. 

Minakshi Dewan holds a PhD degree in Social Medicine and Community Health. She does 
freelance work with international development organisations. In addition, she regularly contributes 
articles on social issues for national and international publications.

Freelance illustrator, animator, painter and sculpture artist Mistunee Chowdhury loves to play 
with colours, styles, paper, clothes and clay. Mistunee grew up in Shantiniketan where she developed 
her creativity in art. Eraser sculpture is her current hobby.

Although the postal code of Nandini Nayar’s address says she lives in Hyderabad, she inhabits 
various imaginary worlds. That’s how she’s managed to publish over 60 books for children. For more 
information on Nandini’s books, visit www.nandininayar.in.

Nandita Basu is a creature who dissolves and integrates back into the human form every now 
and then. In the human form she indulges in music and comic books and drawing. She/It can be 
tempted with a gummy bear.

Nandita da Cunha is an award-winning author whose books range from fantasy to fictional 
biography! She’s also a full-time mom, once-upon-a-time management consultant, part-time 
traveller, free-time pianist, and rest-of-the-time dreamer.

Neeti Banerji draws all manner of creatures, the goofier the better. She lives and works in Delhi, 
spending her spare time catering to the whims of two creatures of her own - kittens Sultan and Birbal.

Nilima Sinha grew up reading books and wanted her children to enjoy books as much as she 
did. Now, as a storyteller and writer, her exciting adventures and mysteries have won over many 
other children too.

Paro Anand can’t stop writing. She loves traffic jams and delayed flights because then she can 
write some more. A Sahitya Akademi Award Winner, she also holds a World Record for helping make 
the world’s longest newspaper.

Piyusha Vir is a crazy alien trapped in a human body. She spends her time on earth reading, 
writing, and painting.

Pragati Sureka, the creator of two original concepts called ‘Emotional Ability Resources’ and 
‘Hope Curriculum’, launched her first children’s book last year. She believes that emotional well-being 
is possible for everyone.

Ranjit Lal has written 45 books, most of them for young people in the hope that they will delight 
them while upsetting grown-ups who often say one thing and do exactly the opposite.

Picture book enthusiast, author and publisher Richa Jha believes she has the best hobby-cum-
profession in this world - that of keeping herself in the company of picture books all the time. Her five 
senses are forever spotting, sniffing, and savouring them.

You can describe her as a story digger, story charmer, story gatherer, story extractor, story spotter… 
Rituparna Ghosh is anything but just a storyteller! As she tells stories, she has discovered the 
child in her and she refuses to grow up again!

Samina Mishra is a filmmaker, writer and teacher who thinks children are wiser than grown-ups, 
and can always find a way around them. She loves cats and goats, narcissus and frangipani flowers, 
and endless cups of tea. 

Sanket Pethkar loves developing picture books. Painting, sculpting, printmaking, theatre and 
children’s workshops have been his tools to navigate through this exciting journey. He is a winner of 
the 2017 Jarul Picture Book Award. 

Look Who’s Here! Look Who’s Here!
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Savie Karnel is an eavesdropper. She blames it on having worked as a reporter. The humour in her 
writing is gathered by listening and talking to people, after seeking approval from her dogs.

For 22 years, Savio Mascarenhas’ world has been a world of comics. He has co-created 
characters like Mopes and Purr, Super Suppandi, Shikari Shambu as well as Little Shambu. He is the 
Group Art Director, Amar Chitra Katha.

Shals Mahajan is a writer, activist, layabout, part feline, somewhat hooman, genderqueeer 
fellow who lives in Bombay, but mainly in their head. They like reading, rain and talking to koels in the 
middle of the night.

Shambhavi Thakur is a multi-disciplinary designer at Art1st hoping to understand what a 
pluralistic design practice means in a South Asian context. She is fascinated with the relationships 
between design, culture, storytelling and objects.

Shantanu D is a book publisher, LEGO builder, video creator, TEDx Speaker and now author. He’s 
curious, mad, zany and above all else a ‘Kidult’.

Shrinkhla Sahai has a passion for the arts that fuels her multiple careers. She is an arts writer, 
educator, radio presenter and mental health practitioner. She loves travelling, dancing and is a 
devoted dog-mom.

Shyam Sushil has been writing poetry in Hindi for children for over 30 years. Well-known for his 
word play and style of reciting, his work published by Eklavya and Ektara has been recognised by Parag 
Honour List twice. Children love his poetry and he loves to encourage them to write.

Stuti Agarwal is a writer, self-proclaimed home chef and fantasy-head. When she is not 
dreaming of magical adventures and one day being called Roald Dahl’s prodigy, she is devouring pizza 
and practicing her Pulitzer acceptance speech. 

Sujatha Padmanabhan loves being outdoors, watching butterflies, birds and other insects, 
even listening to bubbling streams. She writes for children when she feels inspired, and the outdoors 
provide much of that.

Sutapa Basu lives in Fantasy Land. Her friends are kings, queens, brave princes, witty princesses, 
flying horses, talking parakeets and monsters. You can find them in her books, especially in her newest 
one - a translation of a heritage children’s story collection from Bengal.

Tansy Troy edits The Apple Press journal for young people.  She lives with a host of 
marvellous humans and animals between Rohtak, Delhi, Manali and Zanskar.  She is happiest up 
a tree or under starry skies.

Tanushree Podder is a word-a-holic and a traveller. A chocolate addict, she has collected 
dozens of interesting certificates that range from a wine-master’s assistant in Australia, an 
international reindeer driving licence from Lapland, to one from the School of Hard Knocks, Malaysia.

Timira G is an educator, arts-based therapist and children’s author based in Mumbai. In her free 
time, she juggles and cartwheels, picks flowers and treasures them between pages of books and loves 
to watch little creatures around her.

Words tumbling forth like a string of rainbow-coloured scarves. And there she is, rapidly weaving 
kaleidoscopic patterns with them. Bantersome. Quick witted. In-a-jiffy. An engineer, a dreamer. That’s 
Vasundhara Bahuguna for you.
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